Jack, Jill & all their friends
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Jack and Jill
Sing a song of sixpence
Oranges & Lemons
Pop goes the weasel
Ding dong bell
Lavender’s blue
Little Miss Muffet & Little Jack Horner
Little Bo Peep
Hush a bye baby
Hey diddle diddle
Tom, Tom the piper’s son
Mary, Mary, quite contrary
Humpty dumpty
Twinkle, twinkle, little star
See saw Marjorie Daw
The grand old Duke of York
Oh dear, what can the matter be?
Here we go round the mulberry bush
Baa baa black sheep
Hickory dickory dock
Goosey goosey gander
Three blind mice
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Jack, Jill & all
their friends

The spider and the fly
Aiken drum
How does my lady’s garden grow
Dance to your Daddy
There was a crooked man
Little Tommy Tucker
One, two, buckle my shoe
My little nut tree
Little boy Blue
Over the hills and far away
Lucy Locket & Simple Simon
Three little kittens
Old King Cole
O clair de la lune
Bye, Baby Bunting
A frog he would a-wooing go
Pat a cake
Oats and beans and barley grow
Dance a baby diddy
The man in the moon
Old Roger is dead
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Jack, Jill & all their friends
Nursery rhymes: kid’s stuff, certainly, but they are also more than that. In
turn witty and amusing, moving and emotional, or overlaid with historical
commentary about real characters or events of the past, these songs hold
plenty of interest, in both their music and their texts, for adults and the young
at heart.
This album assembles some of the best nursery rhymes of the past, in new
arrangements specially created for the recording. The instruments themselves are
old, or of old origin.Voice, recorder and bells are obvious, but some of the other, oldfashioned instruments are not so well known. The hurdy-gurdy is a striking looking
and sounding instrument which was very popular in the seventeenth century. It has
a rotating wheel rubbing against a set of strings to produce various drones, while the
player can also play melodies by using a small keyboard attached to the side of the
instrument. Lute, guitar, and cittern are all plucking instruments in a similar style.
The viol is similar to a cello in size and method of performance, except that it has
frets like a guitar.The accordion used in this recording is a large, powerful nineteenthcentury German instrument. The dulcimer is a flat, broad string instrument which
is played on the knees or at a table. The sound is made by hitting its strings with
wooden sticks, one for each hand.
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These instruments, played by Sara Stowe, Matthew Spring and Jon Banks, are used
in various combinations to suit the musical style of the songs on the album.
All your favourites are here, from ‘Sing a song of sixpence’ to ‘The grand old
Duke of York’. Some of the songs, such as ‘Ding dong bell’ have been given more
sophisticated treatment than others, and last several minutes, with repeats and
instrumental solos, just as they may have been performed hundreds of years ago.
Some of them are so simple: just a solo voice and around 15 seconds of music! Some
are nonsense songs, such as ‘Hey diddle diddle’ some of them, such as ‘The grand old
Duke of York’ or ‘Humpty Dumpty’ provide historical commentary on events of the
past. Some of them are both. Often the tunes are as memorable as the words: ‘Over
the hills and far away’ is given a particularly beautiful rendition and its haunting
melody will stay in your mind long after the music has moved on.
We have included several action songs, such as ‘Here we go round the mulberry
bush’, some purely cheerful numbers such as ‘Aiken drum’ and some gentle, lyrical
songs such as ‘Lavender’s blue’.We have also included a handful of less familiar songs,
where we thought that the sheer beauty of their words or music demanded it, and
we hope that you will enjoy listening to this collection of nursery rhymes as much
as we enjoyed making it!
Martin Souter
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