OLIVER! & BLITZ!
OLIVER!
Food, Glorious Food
*
Oliver!
*
Where is Love?
*
Consider Yourself
*
You’ve Got to Pick
a Pocket or Two
*
Oom-pah-pah
*
Who Will Buy?
*
Reviewing the
Situation
*
etc.

BLITZ!
We’re Going to the
Country
*
Who’s This Geezer,
Hitler?
*
Opposites
*
Down the Lane
*
Mums and Dads
*
Is This Going to be
a Wedding?
*
Duty Calls

O

liver! was one of those rare musicals in the right place at the
right time. Strangely, Lionel Bart, who wrote both the words
and the music, was frightened it would be a flop and was so
paranoid of failure that he walked out of the theatre during the first
performance at the New Theatre on 30th June, 1960. When he plucked
up enough courage to return, the producer was going mad, screaming
“Where have you been? They’re on the 23rd curtain call!” To say it was
a success would be a huge understatement because it is crammed full of
wonderfully catchy tunes, many of them set to brilliant choreography
involving children as well as adults. For school performances it is a
natural and there is little danger of it ever going out of production.
Several revivals have done equally well which is hardly surprising given
that it must rate of as one of the best musicals to grace the stages of both
the West End and Broadway. Has it ever been bettered? Many think not.
The youngest of seven children born in 1930 to an East End Jewish
family, Lionel changed his name from Begleiter to Bart because it
sounded snappier and, after watching the 1948 film Oliver Twist, turned
to a friend and said “One day I’m going to write a musical based on that
story and it will be better than any American musical.” He was true to
his word but before that he got involved with a young Tommy Steele,
Cliff Richard and a few other pop singers for whom he wrote a number
of hit songs including Butterfingers, Little White Bull and Livin’ Doll.
Amazingly, he could neither read nor write music and sang his songs into
a tape recorder for others to transcribe.
Oliver! made him wealthy almost overnight but he spent the money
as fast as he got it and ultimately, after a life one can only describe
as colourful, blew the lot and ended up destitute. In between times he
threw lavish parties for the rich and famous in the heart of London

during the “Swinging Sixties”. When he died in 1999 he left behind a
string of musical successes and failures, Blitz! being one of the former
and Twang! the biggest of the latter, a musical about Robin Hood which
bankrupted him through his own stupidity, because he kept changing the
script and then pouring in money until he had none left.
Blitz! opened at the Adelphi on 8th May, 1962 and had it not been
competing with Oliver!, which was already well into its initial 2,618
performances, then it too might have been a smash hit. In any event it
chalked up a highly respectable 568 performances which is no mean feat.
Although not quite in the same musical bracket as its predecessor, the
song Mums and Dads became a firm favourite at the time and its essence
is perhaps what made Oliver! so appealing — children singing their
hearts out while dancing around the stage. Oliver! was also based on
perhaps the most famous Charles Dickens novel of all, with the menacing
villain getting his come-uppance near the end. Everyone knew the story
while Blitz! was entirely new. Nevertheless, it was a jolly good musical
and deserves to be revived.
In Oliver!, Ron Moody was brilliant as Fagin and thereafter made
the part his own, including a fine performance in the magnificent
film released in 1968. The other person who became famous after the
original production was Barry Humphries who played Mr. Sowerberry the
undertaker, later a household name as Dame Edna Everidge, housewife
superstar! Georgia Brown played Nancy whom Bill Sikes, played by
Danny Sewell, eventually murders. Keith Hamshere was Oliver, Martin
Horsey the Artful Dodger, while Paul Whitsun-Jones and Hope Jackman
played Mr. and Mrs. Bumble. Blitz! had a less famous cast but included
Bob Grant who later made his name in the television series On the Buses.
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Oliver! (Bart)

11. F
 ood, Glorious Food

vocal Oliver (Keith Hamshere) & Boys

12. O
 liver!

vocal Mr. Bumble (Paul Whitsun-Jones),
Widow Corney (Hope Jackman), Oliver & Boys

vocal Artful Dodger, Nancy, Oliver, Bet, Fagin
& Boys

15. W
 ho Will Buy?

vocal Oliver & Chorus

16. R
 eviewing the Situation
vocal Fagin

13. I Shall Scream

17. O
 liver!

14. B
 oy for Sale

18. F
 inale

vocal Widow Corney & Mr. Bumble
vocal Mr. Bumble

15. T
 hat’s Your Funeral

vocal Mr. Sowerberry (Barry Humphries) &
Mrs. Sowerberry (Sonia Fraser) & Mr. Bumble

16. W
 here is Love?
vocal Oliver

17. C
 onsider Yourself

vocal Artful Dodger (Martin Horsey), Oliver & Crowd

18. You’ve Got to Pick a Pocket or Two
vocal Fagin (Ron Moody), Oliver & Boys

19. I t’s a Fine Life

vocal Nancy (Georgia Brown), Bet (Diane Gray)
& Boys

vocal Mr. Bumble & Widow Corney

vocal Boys & Company

Blitz! (Bart)
19. W
 e’re Going to the Country
vocal Evacuees & Mums

20. W
 ho’s This Geezer, Hitler?

vocal Amelia Bayntun & Company

21. O
 pposites

vocal Graham Jones & Grazina Frame

22. D
 own the Lane

vocal Toni Palmer & Company

10. B
 e Back Soon

23. M
 ums and Dads

11. O
 om-pah-pah

24. I s This Going to be a Wedding?

12. M
 y Name

25. D
 uty Calls

13. A
 s Long As He Needs Me

26. R
 eprise

vocal Fagin, Artful Dodger, Oliver & Boys
vocal Nancy & Chorus
vocal Bill Sikes (Danny Sewell)
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vocal Kids

Amelia Bayntun & Friends

vocal Thomas Kempinski & Company
vocal Company

CL11

vocal Nancy

Oliver! & Blitz!
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14. I ’d Do Anything
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