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Among these special challenges are numerous pro-
jects with children and youth. Particularly impres-
sive were the 2012 live performance and TV docu-
mentary of an elaborate production, Romeo feat.
Julia—a bold combination of music by Prokofiev,
young rappers, and one hundred dancing children
and teens directed by Sigrun Fritsch and under the
baton of Francois-Xavier Roth. In June 2013, three

Francois-Xavier Roth

is one of the most charismatic and enterprising
conductors of his generation. In September 2011
he took on the role of Principal Conductor of the
SWR Sinfonieorchester Baden-Baden und
Freiburg with his debut at the Donaueschinger
Musiktage — clearly signalling the importance of
new music for him. In his work with the SWR Sin-
fonieorchester he also emphasises Pierre Boulez
and Richard Strauss, John Cage and Beethoven,
among others. Guest appearances at home and
abroad featuring carefully thought-out pro-
grammes have taken him as far a Japan. His work
for and with the younger generation is also inno-
vative. Performances of a daring combination of

Prokofiev and young rappers entitled Romeo feat.

Juliet in the summer of 2012 met with great ac-
claim, and the project was also accompanied by a
twenty-part television documentary. Concerts for
children and interactive concerts are regular fea-
tures of his work.

He also holds the position of Associate Guest
Conductor of the BBC National Orchestra of
Wales and has special relationships with and
regularly conducts the London Symphony Orches-
tra and the Ensemble intercontemporain.

His repertoire ranges from 17th century to con-
temporary music and encompasses all genres:
symphonic, operatic and chamber. In 2003, he

years of collaboration with several schools in
Freiburg culminated in the premiere of a musical/
scenic work by Manos Tsangaris.

For its exceptional contributions to “a vibrant
and contemporary musical culture,” the orches-
tra was recently awarded the German Record
Critics’ Certificate of Special Merit.

founded the innovative orchestra Les Siécles,
which performs contrasting and colourful pro-
grammes on modern and original instruments as
appropriate, often within the same concert. With
Les Siécles, he has given concerts in France, Italy,
Germany, England and Japan and was awarded a
Diapason Découverte for their CD of Bizet and
Chabrier, recorded for Mirare. Most recently, on
their newly created label Les Siécles Live, he has
released works by Berlioz, Saint-Saéns, Martin
Matalon, Stravinsky and Debussy. For television,
they devised their own series entitled Presto,
which attracted a weekly audience of 4 million
on average during its three year running.

Recent and forthcoming highlights include con-
certs with the London Symphony Orchestra, Rot-
terdam Philharmonic, a tour of Japan with SWR
Sinfonieorchester Baden-Baden und Freiburg,
Bergen Philharmonic, Ensemble intercontempo-
rain, Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Gul-
benkian Orchestra, Munich Chamber Orchestra
and concerts with Les Siecles.

Equally committed to the world of opera, his per-
formances of Ambroise Thomas’s Mignon and
Offenbach’s Les Brigands at Opera Comique, Paris
have received critical acclaim. Future seasons will
see Roth return with productions of Delibes’ Lak
mé and Wagners Flying Dutchman.
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