The Two Passacaglias on Irish Themes make unusual use of their thematic
material in the old Baroque dance variation form of their title. The firstopens with
aclear statement of the characteristic Irish melody, subsequently varied with the
diverse resources of Scott’s harmonic vocabulary and orchestral palette. The
second Passacaglia begins with a sombre announcement of the melody in the
depths of the orchestra. The work continues in a treatment of the thematic
material in varied harmonies and orchestral colours.
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