Charles-Valentin Alkan (1813 - 1888)

Trois études de bravoure (Improvisations), Op. 12

Le preux (Etude de concert), Op. 17

Le chemin de fer, Op. 27

Trois grandes études pour les mains séparées et réunies, Op. 76

The name of Alkan was once joined with Chopin, Liszt, Schumann and Brahms,
as one of the greatest composers for the piano in the age that followed the death
of Beethoven. At the same time he won praise as one of the most remarkable
pianists of his time. Nevertheless much of his life was spentin eccentric obscurity,
withdrawn from society. Inrecentyearsthere hasbeen arevival of interestin his
music, led at the beginning of the twentieth century by Busoni and furthered by
other champions. This interest has yet to result in any widespread attention to
Alkanamong performers, forwhom he often presents very considerable technical
problems.

Alkan was born Charles-Valentin Morhange, the eldest of the five children of
Alkan Morhange, a music-teacher whose forebears had settled in Paris in the
Marais, the Jewish quarter of the city. He and his brothers chose to use their
father’'snamein preference to the family name and all were to make their careers
in music in one way or another. Charles-Valentin Alkan made his first concert
appearance asaviolinistatthe age of sevenin 1821. Atthe Conservatoire he was
apiano pupil of Joseph Zimmermann, future father-in-law of Gounod and teacher
of Bizet and César Franck, and won considerable success as a child prodigy,
exciting even the admiration of Cherubini. He enjoyed the particular favour of
aristocratic patrons, including the Princess de la Moskova and other members of
the Russian circle in Paris, his success prejudiced to his momentary chagrin by
the first appearance of the young Liszt. With Chopin he felt greater affinity. The
two had much incommon, and both were to become respected in Paris as private
teacherstothe aristocracy, although Chopin neverisolated himself from society,
as Alkan was to, and his musical innovations were to take another form.
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