of Spades) was a revised version of the earlier Die Kartenschlédgerin, that
proved less successful in its earlier version, staged at the Kaitheater in 1862,
to be remounted to a better reaction under its new title in 1865, now at the
Carltheater. It has an overture that starts ominously enough, before the
seemingly inevitable excursion into a lighter mood.

Slovak State Philharmonic Orchestra (KoSice)

The East Slovakian town of KoSice boasts a long and distinguished musical
tradition, as part of a province that once provided Vienna with musicians. The
State Philharmonic Orchestra is of relatively recent origin and was established
in 1968 under the conductor Bystrik Rezucha. Subsequent principal conductors
have included Stanislav Macura and Ladislav Slovak, the latter succeeded in
1985 by his pupil Richard Zimmer. The orchestra has toured widely in Eastern
and Western Europe and plays an important part in the KoSice Musical Spring
and the Kosice International Organ Festival.

For Marco Polo the orchestra has made the first compact disc recordings of
rare works by Granville Bantock and Joachim Raff. Writing on the last of these,
one critic praised the orchestra for its competence comparable to that of the
major orchestras of Vienna and Prague. The orchestra has contributed many
successful volumes to the complete compact disc Johann Strauss Il and for
Naxos has recorded a varied repertoire.
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