French Music for Piano & Orchestra
César Franck (1822 - 1890)

Symphonic Variations

Gabriel Fauré (1845 - 1924)
Ballade, Op. 19

Vincent d’Indy (1851 - 1931)

Symphony on a French Mountain Air /
Symphonie sur un chant montagnard frangais, Op. 25
(Symphonie cévenole)

It was only after many years of relative obscurity that the Belgian-born
composer César Franck began to assume a public position of influence in the
musical life of Paris. Bornin Liége in 1822, he had been intended by his father
for a career as a virtuoso pianist and was launched into the world of public
performance in 1835, with a repertoire that included comparatively superficial
compositions of his own. Moving to Paris in the same year, Franck made his
necessary concert début in the city, continuing piano lessons with Gounod’s
father-in-law Zimmermann and lessons in harmony and counterpointwith Anton
Reicha, before naturalisation as a Frenchcitizen allowed entry tothe Conservatoire.
In 1842 he left the Conservatoire, now with the immediate aim of fulfilling his
father’sambitions forhim. The yearsimmediately following fell short of the latter's
expectations, while Franck himself began to win some attention as a composer.
In 1846 he left his father’s house, now resolved to make his own way in music, as
best he could, as a teacher and organist.

In 1848, during the June days of the workers uprising, Franck married. In
1853 he became organist at the church of St. Jean - St. Frangois du Marais, with
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