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(b) Concertos

Beethoven completed one violin concerto and five piano concertos, as well as a
triple concerto for violin, cello and piano, and a curious Choral Fantasia, for solo
piano, chorus and orchestra. The piano concertos were for the composer’s own
use in concert performance. The Fifth, the so-called “Emperor” Concerto, is
possibly the most impressive. The single Violin Concerto is part of the standard
repertoire, with two Romances, possible slow movements for an unwritten violin
concerto.
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Violin Concerto [ Romaices Nos. 1 & 2
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Piano Coicerto No. 1 | Rondo
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Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 5 “Emperor”
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Piano Concertos 3 & 4
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Chamber Music

Beethoven wrote ten sonatas for violin and piano, of which the “Spring” and
the “Kreutzer” are particular favourites with audiences. He extended very
considerably the possibilities of the string quartet, even with his first, Opus 18 set

8.552213



Piano Trios Op. 1, No. 3, Op. 44, WoO 38, Hess 48
Naxos 8.550947

Piano Trios Op. 70, No. 1 “Ghost” & No. 2

Naxos 8.550948

Piano Trio Op. 97 “Archduke” | Kakadu Variations, Op. 121a |
Allegretto, WoO 39
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“Archduke” Trio & “Ghost” Trio

Naxos 8.550442

String Quartets, Op. 18, Nos. 1 & 2
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String Quartets Op. 18, Nos. 3 and 4

Naxos 8.5650559

String Quartets Op. 18, Nos. 5 and 6

Naxos 8.550560

Quintet for Pimno & Wind, Op. 16

Naxos 8.550511

Piano Music

Beethoven’s 32 numbered piano sonatas make full use of the developing form
of piano, with its wider range and possibilities of dynamic contrast. There are
also interesting sets of variations, including a set based on God save the King
and another on Rule, Britannia, variations on a theme from the Eroica Symphony
and a major work based on a theme by the publisher Diabelli. The best known of
the sonatas are those that have earned themselves affectionate nicknames, the
Pathétique, Op. 13, Moonlight, Op. 27/2, Waldstein, Op. 53, Appassionata, Op.
57, Les Adieux, Op. 81a, and the Hammerklavier, Op. 106. Less substantial
piano pieces include three sets of Bagatelles, and the all too well known Fiir
Elise, with the Rondo a capriccio, known in English as Rage over a Lost Penny.
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