Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809 — 1847)
Piano Music Vol. 4

Sonata in G Minor, Op. 105

Fantasia on “The Last Rose of Summer”, Op. 15
Etude in F Minor

Capriccio in E Major, Op. 118

Zwei Klavierstlicke

Variations in B Flat Major, Op. 83

Scherzo a capriccio in F Sharp Minor

Born in Hamburg in 1809, eldest son of the banker Abraham Mendelssohn and grandson
of the great Jewish thinker Moses Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn, who took the additional
name Bartholdy on his baptism as a Christian, Heine’s ticket of admission to European
culture, was brought up in Berlin, where his family settled in 1812. Here he enjoyed the wide
cultural opportunities that his family offered, through their own interests and connections.

Mendelssohn’s early gifts, manifested in a number of directions, included marked musical
precocity, both as a player and as a performer, at a remarkably early age.

Mendelssohn’s early manhood brought the opportunity to travel, as far south as Naples
and as far north as The Hebrides, with Italy and Scotland both providing the inspiration for
later symphonies. His career involved him in the Lower Rhine Festival in Disseldorf and a
period as city director of music, followed, in 1835, by appointment as conductor of the
Gewandhaus Orchestra in Leipzig. Here he was able to continue the work he had started in
Berlin six years earlier, when he had conducted in Berlin a revival of Bach’s St Matthew
Passion. Leipzig was to provide a degree of satisfaction that he could not find in Berlin, where
he returned at the invitation of King Friedrich Wilhelm IV in 1841. In Leipzig once more, in
1843, he established a new Conservatory, spending his final years there, until his death at
the age of thirty-eight on 4th November 1847, six months after the death of his gifted and
beloved sister Fanny.

Mendelssohn started composition lessons at the age of eight with Carl Zelter and it was
with him that, four years later, he travelled to Weimar to meet the old poet and polymath
Goethe. Having amazed Goethe and his guests by his improvisations and sight-reading of
manuscripts by Mozart and Beethoven, four days later he played Goethe his new Sonata in
G minor, assuring his parents, in a letter home, that Goethe had liked it very much. The work
shows the influence of Haydn, with first and second subjects derived from the same very
simple thematic material. Elements of this are very properly used in a development section
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Benjamin Frith

The British pianist Benjamin Frith has had a distinguished career. A pupil of Fanny
Waterman, he won, at the age of fourteen, the British National Concerto Competition,
followed by the award of the Mozart Memorial Prize and joint top prize in 1986 in the ltalian
Busoni International Piano Competition and in 1989 a Gold Medal and First Prize in the Arthur
Rubinstein Piano Master Competition. Benjamin Frith enjoys a busy international career, with
engagements in the United States and throughout Europe, as a soloist and recitalist, with
festival appearances at Sheffield, Aldeburgh, Harrogate, Kuhmo, Bolzano, Savannah,
Pasadena and Hong Kong and an Edinburgh Festival début in 1992. His recordings include
a highly praised performance of Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations, and, for Naxos, piano music
by Schumann and Weber, the two Mendelssohn Piano Concertos, the Third Piano Concerto
of Rachmaninov and Piano Concertos by John Field.
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