best known works, with a short Andante movement providing a moment of
repose in a concerto of dazzling virtuosity.

Deafness is an unbearable affliction for anyone, but to a great composer
it would be devastating. In 1801 Ludwig van Beethoven, only thirty-one at
the time, was told he was going to lose his hearing. The following year he
spent much of his time in a village near to Vienna, where he thought the
country air would improve his health, and immersed himself in composition.
The product of that spring and summer included two fine violin sonatas. The
peaceful atmosphere of his surroundings can be experienced in the central
Adagio movement of the first of these two sonatas.

The fame of many composers hang on the delicate thread of just one
work. Such has been the fate of Zdenék Fibich, the Czech composer who fell
under the shadow of Dvofdk. He composed a prodigious amount of music,
including operas, symphonic, choral and instrumental works, but we now
know little more than his Poéme, a short piece from his mammoth three
hundred and seventy-six Moods, Impressions and Reminiscences.

Hubert Parry earned his living working at Lloyd’s shipping register, but
his childhood love of music resurfaced and he began to write church music.
The big breakthrough came when he was thirty-two with the performance of
his cantata, Scenes from Prometheus Unbound. Today he is best known by
his choral song, Jerusalem. Towards the end of his life he became Sir Hubert,
and among his later works is the charming English Suite, written for string
orchestra, and containing the delightful Sarabande.
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