GLENN MILLER «Oh So Good”
Rarities, 1939-1943

Glenn Miller formed his first orchestra in 1937 but it was not successful. He formed a new
orchestra in 1938 but it was not until the Glen Island Casino engagement in the summer of
1939 that this orchestra was brought to public attention through its many radio broadcasts.

In December 1939 Miller signed to do a radio series sponsored by Chesterfield Cigarettes.
Beginning in January 1940, the band was heard live for fifteen minutes over the CBS network
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening at 7:15 p.m. These broadcasts, along with
his many recordings on RCA Victor’s Bluebird label, made Miller a household name, and
number one with the teenagers. In September 1942 he disbanded and joined the Army. In
1943 he formed a large radio orchestra for the Army Air Forces which he eventually took
overseas. He was lost on a flight from England to France on December 15, 1944.

Most of the performances featured on this CD have never been issued before.

Anchors Aweigh opens this Chesterfield broadcast. This is the first of many times that the
Miller band broadcast this tune. It begins with a short Moe Purtill drum solo, followed by Ernie
Caceres on clarinet and then muted trumpet by Clyde Hurley. Near the end of Hurley’s solo
you can hear Glenn say, “Ah, take it away.” After the solo, Miller employs a device that he
borrowed from his favourite band, Count Basie - the “ooh-wahs” of the brass section fanned
by their hats. From the same broadcast we hear the program’s closing tune, Tuxedo Junction.
Arranged by Jerry Gray, it became a major hit for the Miller band. This version gets a nice beat
with solos by Mickey McMickle on muted trumpet, Hurley on open trumpet, McMickle again
and Chummy MacGregor on piano.

Next is a tune made popular by Ella Fitzgerald in 1938 with the Chick Webb Orchestra (see
Naxos Jazz Legends 8.120540) - A-Tisket, A-Tasket. This is the only time the band broadcast
this tune on the Chesterfield show. After the introduction by Glenn, Marion Hutton sings with
some help by the band. Tex Beneke interjects a little humour when he says, “Well, landsakes
honey, | wouldn’t cry about that!” Tex also solos on tenor sax.

It is announcer Larry Bruff who asks, “What’s up Glenn?” at the start of By The Waters of
Minnetonka. This Glenn Miller arrangement was originally recorded on September 27, 1938
for Bluebird as a two-sided 10” 78. Shortened for broadcast, it really jumps. The band is
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The Naxos Historical labels aim to make available the greatest recordings of the history of
recorded music, in the best and truest sound that contemporary technology can provide. To
achieve this aim, Naxos has engaged a number of respected restorers who have the
dedication, skill and experience to produce restorations that have set new standards in the
field of historical recordings.

David Lennick

As a producer of CD reissues, David Lennick’s work in this field grew directly from his own
needs as a broadcaster specializing in vintage material and the need to make it listenable
while being transmitted through equalizers, compressors and the inherent limitations of
A.M. radio. Equally at home in classical, pop, jazz and nostalgia, Lennick describes himself
as exercising as much control as possible on the final product, in conjunction with CEDAR
noise reduction applied by Graham Newton in Toronto. As both broadcaster and re-issue
producer, he relies on his own extensive collection as well as those made available to him by
private collectors, the University of Toronto, the International Piano Archives at Maryland,
Syracuse University and others.

Also available in the Naxos Jazz Legends series ...

8.120517 8.120536

Certain titles may not be available in all countries

8 8.120573

8.120540




