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Artist Impressions

What was Arabella Steinbacher’s funniest experience on stage?
How did Mari Kodama’s road to classical music begin?
How does Nareh Arghamanyan prepare for her performances?

To give you an impression of the three artists presented on this album, we
asked them to share with us something about their life in music.

“I had quite a funny experience
in Vienna’s Musikverein when I
performed the Korngold concerto.
The stage of the Musikverein is not
very big and while I was playing
one of the wilder passages in the
piece, I accidentally kicked the
concertmaster’s music stand over,
causing his part to fly all over the
place. But we continued to play,
despite a good bit of laughing.”
Arabella Steinbacher
Photography by freshu

“My cradle was next to my mother’s
piano, where she had students from
the morning until the evening, so
that playing the piano appeared to
me as the most natural occupation
one possibly could have. In fact, I
thought everybody in the world played
piano. My very first experience of a
live concert was a recital by Bruno
Leonardo Gelber, when he came to
play in Osaka. It was amazing to see
how a single person could transport
his audience to a different world using
just one instrument. It made a strong
impression on me as a four-year-old
and it was a moment that has stayed
with me vividly to this day.”
Mari Kodama
Photography by Vincent Garnier

“Every new performance is a new
journey for me – a life journey in the
composer’s footsteps. I not only have
to follow these footsteps, but also
must draw my listeners into the world
created by the composer.”
Nareh Arghamanyan
Photography by Julia Wesely

Korngold and Bruch - Violin Concertos

Sergei Rachmaninov Piano Pieces

The Barber of Neville

Chausson - Poème for Violin and

Nareh Arghamanyan - Piano

Andrew Marriner - Clarinet

Orchestra

PTC 5186 399

Academy of St. Martin in the Fields

Arabella Steinbacher - Violin

conducted by Sir Neville Marriner

PTC 5186 503

PTC 5186 506

“There is no doubting
Steinbacher’s refulgent
sound or the flair of her
delivery.”

“Admirers of this gifted
young artist will need no
second bidding to acquire
this latest recording of
hers, for she plays all
three works with love and
affection.”

“Arghamanyan’s own
booklet notes discuss her
responses to the music in
eloquent, articulate, and
refreshingly non-indulgent
prose. A terrific release in
every way.”

“What a joyful 68 minutes
it is! […] It’s not so
ridiculous to say that this
very entertaining music
can fill a place much like
the divertimenti and
serenades of Mozart’s
time, and fill it very
well. I was thoroughly
delighted.”

BBC Music Magazine

International Record Review

Classics Today

SA-CD.net

Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4

Franz Schubert ’s Trout Quintet

Mendelssohn’s Piano trio

Russian National Orchestra

Martin Helmchen - Piano

Julia Fischer – Violin

conducted by Mikhail Pletnev

PTC 5186 334

PTC 5186 085

“From the start to the
final tragic ending, this
is a dramatic, lovingly
crafted and insightful
performance by
musicians who seem to
feel the music as well as
understand it.”

“This has got to be one of
the most shapely, elegant,
and effortlessly flowing
versions ever committed
to disc. […] You’ll love it.”

“Here’s a starry line-up
who really know how
to play chamber music.
There is something awfully
exciting about seeing,
or rather hearing, three
leading talents of the
younger generation joining
forces [...] An urgent,
questing disc.”

“This new recording is
irresistible, with the three
players caught in a wholly
natural ambience. It’s
always a good sign when
you don’t want to stop
playing a disc long enough
to write about it.”

The Washington Post

Classics Today

Gramophone – Editor’s choice

Gramophone

PTC 5186 384

www.pentatonemusic.com

