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Oskar Reiß was born in Vienna on 26th April 1920, the son of a waiter and a
waitress. At five he heard a neighbour playing a violin and persuaded his parents
to buy one for him. He seems to have had no regular teacher, but over a period of
eight years to have picked up what he could from this neighbour and others, and to
have practiced five and six hours each day. He was becoming known by his tenth
year and his formal début took place in Vienna in 1933. In October that year he
joined a variety show in Merano, Italy, playing alongside a juggler, a trick cyclist, a
strongman, a dancer and a comedian. The show’s manager suggested that he
should become Ossi Renardi. Ten appearances in variety led to him playing
Schubert’s A major sonata and Paganini’s D major concerto in Merano’s Casino.
He was a sensation, and at once went on tour in Italy. In May 1934 he returned to
Vienna, now Ossy Renardy.
He played under Victor de Sabata at the Conservatorio Giuseppe Verdi in
Milan, and he toured the Baltic countries and much of the rest of Europe.
A broadcast on Italian radio being heard by an American concert manager’s
wife led to a tour of the mid-West of the United States in 1937. His New York
début at the Town Hall in January 1938 was reported internationally. Whilst in
New York he is said to have received some instruction from Theodore Paskus.
With the forthcoming centenary of Paganini’s death in mind, his first
Carnegie Hall concert, in October 1939, included the entire twenty-four Caprices.
That was the second half; before the interval he had played the so-called Nardini
concerto in E minor, Dvorák’s Sonatina and Symphonie espagnole by Lalo. Senior
players in the audience applauded him. In an interview a while after, he made clear
that such a feat would not be repeated.
Next year, the actual centenary of Paganini’s death, the set of Caprices
transferred here was made. Perhaps to test the market, perhaps to encourage sales,
it was issued twelve caprices at a time in two sets of three discs. Renardy plays the
edition with piano accompaniments by Ferdinand David, the friend and confidant
of Mendelssohn, who first performed his violin concerto.
When the United States entered the war Renardy enlisted, and in 1943 he
took out United States nationality. By 1945 he had given 490 concerts to entertain
servicemen.
After the war he felt it necessary to work on repertoire, so only in 1947 did
he resume his career, which, already in 1948, took him back to Europe.
He married in 1949 the Belgian-born painter Suzette (‘Suzy’) Guttwirth.
They had known each other thirteen years before in Brussels.

On 3rd December 1953 Renardy was travelling by car to give a recital at
Monte Vista. There was a collision near Santa Fe, New Mexico. Renardy’s
accompanist, Walter Robert and his violin survived with little hurt, but he was
killed instantly.
He played the ‘Cannon Joseph’ Guarneri del Gesù which had belonged to
Paganini and to the English violinist John Tiplady Carrodus.
[For convenience the first 24 tracks correspond to the 24 Paganini Caprices.
Musically, however, the listener may prefer to start with the Corelli Sonata.]
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