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SOPHIE WYSS
A Recital of French Song
Sophie Wyss was born in 1897 to a musical family in the Swiss town of La
Neuveville on the lake of Bienne at the foot of the Jura Mountains. Her
grandfather, Victor Gross, in addition to being the town doctor, was a noted
archaeologist and a friend of Saint-Saëns. Sophie studied singing at the
Conservatoire of Basle and later in Geneva where she was awarded a silver medal.
Her two sisters, Emilie Perret-Wyss and Colette Feschotte-Wyss, also followed
musical careers as singers and on special occasions they performed together, their
last performance being at the Institut Français, London in 1954.

EMILIE PERRET-WYSS, COLETTE FESCHOTTE-WYSS & SOPHIE WYSS
In 1925 Sophie met and married an Englishman, Captain Arnold Gyde, who
had become a friend of her family while recuperating in Switzerland from a head
wound received in World War I. They returned to England and set up home in
Surbiton. Arnold worked for the publisher William Heinemann in charge of sales
and publicity, but found time to promote Sophie's singing. He also became the
treasurer of the newly formed Society for the Promotion of New Music.

Perhaps the most retiring of the sisters, Sophie found the broadcasting studio
ideally suited to her talents and sang frequently for the BBC from 1927 until 1960.
Nonetheless during World War II she travelled extensively giving concerts
throughout Great Britain. Her post-war career included recitals at the Edinburgh
Festival and tours in Europe with Antony Hopkins and in Australia at the invitation
of Sir Keith Murdoch. The death of her husband in 1959 was followed soon by her
retirement from the concert platform.
David Cox, then head of BBC Overseas Music, described her as having a
clear high voice and excellent diction, with sure musical instincts making her one
of the finest exponents in the UK of Fauré, Debussy, Hahn, Ravel and other French
composers. She encouraged English composers to arrange French folk-songs and
was also interested in modern music. She met Benjamin Britten early in his career
and he wrote Our Hunting Fathers and Les Illuminations for her. She gave the
first performances of the songs of several composers including Richard Rodney
Bennett, Lennox Berkeley, Peter Racine Fricker, Roberto Gerhard, Georges
Enesco, Elizabeth Lutyens, Elizabeth Maconchy, Alan Rawsthorne and Matyas
Seiber.
There are only a few commercial recordings, mainly on the Decca label.
Others she refused to pass for publication as they did not reach the high standards
she applied to her singing. An LP album of French folk-songs for voice and harp
with Marie Korchinska was released by Argo (RG34).
Humphrey Gyde
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