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Kaiserin (‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’) at La Scala, Milan
Photo: Andrea Tamoni
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CD1
Opera, Oratorio

1 George Frideric Handel ATHALIA Athalia: ‘My Vengeance’ 4:29 6 Charles Gounod FAUST Marguerite: 'O Dieu! que de bijoux!’ 4:54
Conductor: Christopher Hogwood Conductor: Eugene Kohn
Recorded live 11 March1993, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen Recorded live 7 August 1993, ‘Parken’- Stadium, Copenhagen

2 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart IDOMENEO Elettra: ‘Tutte nel cor vi sento’ 5:18 7 Jules Massenet MANON Manon - Des Grieux: ‘Toi! Vous! Oui... c'est moil’ 8:34
Conductor: Gustav Kuhn Des Grieux: Placido Domingo
Recorded live 5 December 1991, Tivoli Concert Hall, Copenhagen Conductor: Eugene Kohn

Recorded live 7 August 1993, ‘Parken’- Stadium, Copenhagen

3 Ludwig van Beethoven FIDELIO Leonore: ‘Abscheulicher! Wo eilst du hin?’ 7:28
Conductor: Gerd Albrecht 8 Richard Wagner TANNHAUSER Elisabeth: 'Dich, teure Halle’ 5:07
Recorded live 11 March 1999, The Royal Theatre, Copenhagen Conductor: Michael Schenwandt

@ Recorded live 14 August 1997, Tivoli Concert Hall, Copenhagen @

4  Gaetano Donizetti LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR Lucia: Il dolce suono’ 16:13
Enrico: Alberto Noli, Raimondo: Christian Christiansen, Normanno: Stig Fogh Andersen 9 Richard Strauss DIE FRAU OHNE SCHATTEN Kaiserin: ‘Wehe, mein Mann’ 3:52
Conductor: Gustav Kuhn Conductor: Michael Schenwandt
Recorded live 13 May 19889, Tivoli Concert Hall, Copenhagen Recorded live 19 October 2002, Megaron, The Athens Concert Hall

5 Giuseppe Verdi LA TRAVIATA Violetta - Germont: ..."Deh non mutate in triboli’ 16:00 10 Richard Strauss ELEKTRA Chrysothemis: ‘Ich kann nicht sitzen’ 6:07
Germont: Knut Skram Conductor: Michael Schenwandt
Conductor: Antonio Pappano Recorded 17 August 2006, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen
Recorded live 1 February 1990, Oslo Concert Hall TT 78:40

Danish National Symphony Orchestra /DR (1-2, 4, 8-10), Danish National Choir / DR (4), Danish National
Symphony Orchestra / DR and The Royal Danish Orchestra (3), Danish Radio Sinfonietta (6-7),
Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra (5)
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CD2

Lieder, Concert Arias, Operetta, Musical, Spiritual and Bonus Tracks

1 Max Reger Waldeinsamkeit
Piano: Antonio Pappano
Recorded live 7 March 1984, Odense Concert Hall, Denmark

2 Johannes Brahms Vergebliches Standchen
3 Johannes Brahms Och Moder, ich well en Ding han
Piano: Friedrich Giirtler
Recorded live 19 November 1984, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen

4 Giovanni Battista Pergolesi STABAT MATER 'Vidit suum dulcem natum’
Conductor: Lamberto Gardelli
@ Recorded live 31 March 1988, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen

5 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart CONCERT ARIA, KV 505 'Ch’io mi scordi di te’
Conductor and piano: Antonio Pappano
Recorded live 14 May 1987, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen

6 Richard Strauss |m Abendrot (from VIER LETZTE LIEDER)
Conductor: Ingo Metzmacher
Recorded live 30 May 1995, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen

7 Arnold Schoenberg ERWARTUNG

Conductor: Gerd Albrecht
Recorded 14, 15 and 17 May 2003, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen
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8 Franz Lehar DIE LUSTIGE WITWE Hanna Glawari: 'lh, du gode Gud!’ 3:36
St Brioche: Gert Henning-Jensen, Cascada: Guido Paévatalu
Conductor: Heinz Wallberg
Danish translation: Holger Boland
Recorded live 8 December 1989, Danish Radio Concert Hall, Copenhagen

9 Jerome Kern SHOWBOAT 'Can’t help lovin" dat man’ 3:42
Conductor: David Firman, arrangement and piano: Ovid Young
Recorded May 1996, DR, Copenhagen

10 Robert MacGimsey Sweet little Jesus Boy 3:22
Guitar: Lars Hannibal, tenor recorder: Michala Petri
Recorded 4 April 2007, DR, Copenhagen

11 The Year's at the Spring 2:00
Piano: Arne Nielsen
Recorded 1952, USA

12 Carl Nielsen Jeg ved en lzrkerede 1:.00
Piano: Esther Vagning
Recorded 1955, Copenhagen

13 Harold Fraser-Simson Christopher Robin is saying his prayers 3:16
Piano: Esther Vagning
Recorded 1955, Copenhagen
TT78:13

Danish National Symphony Orchestra / DR (4-8), Danish National Choir / DR (8), Danish Radio Sinfonietta (9)
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Hardly a lightning career
By Inga Nielsen

Dear Listeners,

the recordings on these two CDs span a period
of more than “fty years. The childrenes song
*The Yeares at the Springe was recorded when

| was six years old. My father was at the piano.
It was he who introduced me to music at a very
early age and, to this day, | often recall how

we listened together to Baches orchestral suites
and Brahmse symphonies. Myrét disc, released
by Columbia Records, was made when | was
nine years old. Three childrenes songs from
these early years conclude the present portrait
as bonus tracks. The latest recordings were
made in August 2006 (*Elektras) and in April
2007 («Sweet little Jesus Boye) at the DR /
Danish Broadcasting Corporation. The collection
presented here thus documents different
periods of my life, voice types and styles. The
occasion for this portrait is the 35" anniversary
of my debut as a professional singer.

I would now like to say a few words about the
works included on the two CDs and brigj to
explain my approach to them. First, however,
I would like to thank all the people whose
human, artistic and “nancial generosity have
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made these CDs possible. Each will be men-
tioned individually elsewhere in this booklet.

Itis a great joy and honour for me that Placido
Domingo can be heard here as sspecial gueste.

| am gratefully indebted to the Danish National
Symphony Orchestra / DR for having made such
wonderful music with me for so many years, and
to its Artistic Director and General Manager,

Per Erik Veng. He was responsible for the many
engagements with DR that made these
recordings possible. That this CD project has
become a reality is due to a generous donation
from the A.P. Mgller and Chastine Mc-Kinney
Mgller Foundation. To this foundation, and
especially to its chairman, Mr Maersk Mc-Kinney
Mgller, | owe my very special thanks.

Mine was hardly a lightning career ... rather

the gradual growth of my voice. | have tried

to take each new step carefully and consciously
to achieve a natural development. Otherwise
the progression from Papagena and Norina

to Salome and Norma hardly would have been
possible. It was of course also important for

my 35 years on stage that | regularly sang
concerts and Lieder recitals. The second of
these portrait CDs assembles a few Lieder by

Brahms, Strauss and Reger, supplemented with
two concert arias by Pergolesi and Mozart.

Pergolesi wrote *Stabat Maters at the end of his
short life when he was already gravely ill. The
aria *Vidit suum dulcem natume(CD 2, T. 4)
ranges between extremes of dynamics and
expression. For me this is a highly expressive
work. With the simplest means Pergolesi
achieves a maximum of effect, whereas this
always results from the profound emotional
intensity of the situation. Jesuse dying on the
cross is clearly conveyed through sound: the
accents are often sharp and one directly
experiences the agony through the music. At
the end the music grows fainter, dies away

in a triple pianissimo. When Jesus expires,
the music halts on a deceptive cadence.

Only broken chords follow in the postlude.

Mozart wrote *Cheio mi scordi di te«(CD 2,
T. 5) for Nancy Storace, his tst Susanna,
and played the piano part himself. On this
recording, Antonio Pappano, today music
director at Covent Garden in London, is the
pianist as well as the conductor. He was
completely unknown at that time, being at

Fidelio at The Vienna State Opera
Photo: Axel Zeininger
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