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Legend in Brass

Eric Ball (1903 –1989)
The Kingdom Triumphant
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Fanfare. Allegro moderato e maestoso
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Finale. Misterioso e distanza
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Tone Poem
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Variations for Percussion
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Section 1. Maestoso – Allegro agitato
Section 2. Allegro moderato
Section 3. Allegro agitato
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Sinfonietta*
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Section I. Grave – Allegro –
Section II. Lento –
Section III. Presto – Meno mosso – Presto –
Section IV. Moderato molto energico e pesante –
Allegro comodo – Vivace
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Larghetto e cantabile – Allegro scherzando
Cantabile
Lamentoso e sostenuto
Finale. Maestoso – Allegro molto vivace – Maestoso
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Sellers Engineering Band
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which he pays the ultimate penalty, death.
Truly an historical tragedy in the best
Shakespearean tradition.

Legend in Brass
Music that has real substance will always say
new things to its performers and audience.
The communication of ideas is very personal
and cannot be easily explained as merely an
expression of different moods. There is a
timeless creativity in the substance of the
music.
James Curnow: Legend in Brass
All mountains are enigmatic. They ‘change’
with the sky and the weather, some moments
looking friendly and protective, at others
remote and mysterious, even threatening and
dangerous. Thus they harbour many legends
and people are drawn to the them, to seek
and conquer, or just to ‘worship’ in their
grandeur and solitude.
This music strives to capture the
spectacular and breathtaking beauty of the
Superstition Mountains in Arizona, USA, which
hold the secret of the legendary ‘Lost
Dutchman Goldmine’. Initially attracting the
native people, they now lure modern man with
the solitude and magnificent grandeur.
Cyril Jenkins: Coriolanus
William Shakespeare created some stirring
spectacles and tragedies. The interpretation of
4

history of many people is based on that of
the great bard! He presents the hero, here
named, as a bold and rugged Roman noble, a
product of his proud ancestry, a man aware of
his destiny and leadership and eager to fulfil
his vocation, irrespective of the cost.
The composition divides itself into three
main sections. The first depicts the proud
strength of Coriolanus in the face of the anger
of the mutinous citizens of Rome who are
under seige and in a state of famine, and who
see him as their main public enemy. Gentler
themes representing the sweeter influences of
his mother and wife are heard amidst this
anger and clamour for retribution.
The second section sees a change of
fortunes as Coriolanus leads a great army,
defeating the enemy, and returning to Rome in
triumph. However, his peace is short-lived; he
again goes out of favour and is banished,
bidding a sad farewell to his mother and wife.
In the third section he has joined the enemy
and leads the powerful conquering forces right
to the gates of Rome. He spurns all the
emissaries of peace until his mother, wife and
child arrive and persuade him to raise the
seige. He is received into the city only to be
successfully accused later of treachery, for

Erik Leidzen: Sinfonietta
A Sinfonietta is merely a symphony on a
smaller scale, and although this work is
written in four sections, it is designed to be
performed as a single movement.
Section I opens and closes with the same
strong motif, surrounding an exciting Allegro.
The second section presents some very
beautiful melodic passages, subsequently
performed in a ‘grandiose’ manner, and is
followed by the third section, a brilliant Presto.
Section IV is an energetic fugue, concluding
with powerful development of earlier material.
Eric Ball: The Kingdom Triumphant
The subject of this Tone Poem reminds
listeners of the Christian doctrine of the
Second Advent of Christ at the end of this
age. The First Advent was that prophesied in
the book of Isaiah and elsewhere in the Old
Testament: the coming of a child who would
save people from their sins. He was fulfilled in
the life, death, resurrection and ascension into
heaven of Jesus Christ. Today Christians live in
expectation of the Second Advent: the
triumphant return to earth of Jesus Christ.
This return is seen as His ultimate triumph and
the final setting up of the Kingdom of God.

Eric Ball was a master at interpreting such
tremendous and awe-inspiring subjects. To
quote the composer himself:
the approach to this apocalyptic subject has been
to try to paint in clear colours well-defined
strokes on a large canvas.

Musically this has produced a score that gives
a brass ensemble ample opportunity to sound
like a great organ in a cathedral, particularly in
the setting of the last hymn, ‘Lo, He comes
with clouds descending’, to the tune ‘Helmsley’.
Although in one complete movement, the work
falls into three main parts: (1) Vision of
Judgement (introducing an old song, ‘The Blast
of the Trumpet’), (2) Remembrance of the First
Advent (‘O come, O come, Immanuel’), and
(3) Vision of the Second Advent (‘Lo, He comes
with clouds descending’).
Rodney Newton: Variations for Percussion
The name Evelyn Glennie evokes descriptions
such as ‘brilliant’, ‘dedicated’, and ‘displaying
great musicality and virtuosity’. A combination
of these virtues applied to the field of
percussion has broadened the general public’s
appreciation of percussion as a very musical
part of the total art of musical composition
and performance. Rodney Newton, himself a
timpanist and percussionist, spent eleven years
with English National Opera, eventually leaving
to pursue a career as a freelance composer,
conductor, lecturer and performer. He wrote
5
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this work for Glennie in 1992 and it was
premiered the following year in Manchester by
the musicians heard on this disc.
The work consists of a theme and twelve
variations, reflecting many emotions, from
optimism to menace and violence, but
concluding with a great sense of joy. The solo
parts comprise xylophone, glockenspiel,
vibraphone, timpani, snare drum, bongos, tomtoms and various other unpitched instruments.
Robert Redhead: A Pastoral Symphony
The challenge of writing a symphony in four
movements for use within the ministry of the
Salvation Army is to balance successfully its
size and structure with the opportunities for
performance. Salvation Army music is never
written in a vacuum, as its intention is to
communicate a message. The second and third
movements, therefore, are by design very
short, but still make substantial statements.
The term ‘pastoral’ refers to the leadership
of a church congregation. Pastorship is as
much to do with ‘being’ as with ‘doing’. It has
been said that ‘the greatest need of any
congregation is its pastor’s personal holiness’.
This symphony seeks to explore that thought.
The first movement commences with
references to the opening phrase of the hymn
tune ‘Southport’, challenging the pastor ‘to
serve the present age’. This is done in the
name of the majestic God by whom he is
6
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called (using the tune ‘Majesty’), and by
faithfully breaking ‘the bread of life’
(tune: ‘Lathbury’) to his people. The second
movement expresses his priority, and that of
his people, to ‘seek… first the Kingdom of
God’. The short third movement interprets the
disturbing question ‘except I am moved with
compassion, how dwellest thy Spirit in me?’ as
an ever-evolving challenge holding new
dimensions of meaning. The Finale reflects the
desire that should mark not only every pastor
but every Christian: that his life and work will
always be for the glory of God – ‘in my life,
Lord, be glorified’.
© 1994 Robert Redhead
The Sellers Engineering Band was originally
formed as The Huddersfield Tecol Band in
early 1986 by the Head of Brass Music
Teaching at Huddersfield Technical College,
Phillip McCann, at the request of his students.
The Band was initially admitted to Section
3 of the National Championships, gaining
promotion to Section 2 from January 1987. In
January 1990 Sellers Engineering Band was
promoted to the Championship Section, and in
October 1990 placed third in the
Championship Grade finals in the Royal Albert
Hall. In 1992 the Band competed in the Swiss
Open Championship and was placed third. As
well as contests, the Band is also heavily

engaged in concerts, recordings and charity
events.
The Band has made two successful tours of
Spain and one of Belgium, and other
continental tours are envisaged. Sellers
Engineering Band performs regularly on BBC
Radio 2 and has appeared on both BBC and
Yorkshire Television. The Band has signed an
exclusive recording contract with Chandos
Records.
Phillip McCann is one of the best-known
names in the brass-band world. Born in
Bo’ness, Scotland, he first came to fame as an
outstanding cornet player. Starting with the
Kinneil Colliery Band, he later was principal
cornet with the National Youth Brass Band of
Great Britain for five years before advancing to
the same position with the world-famous Black
Dyke Mills Band in 1973. He remained with
Black Dyke until 1988 and since then has
maintained his reputation as a player as
principal cornet at the Leyland DAF Band as
well as the Williams Fairey Engineering Band.
In recent years McCann has progressively
increased his activities as a conductor and was
the driving force behind the formation and
development of the highly successful Sellers
Engineering Band from Huddersfield, of which
he is currently the Musical Director. He is also
busy as a guest soloist and giving masterclasses with bands throughout the world. He

is a member of the team of internationally
renowned instrumentalists assisting the
Yamaha Corporation in the development of
their range of wind and brass instruments.
Phillip McCann is also heavily committed to
teaching brass music through his work at
Huddersfield Technical College, the University
of Huddersfield and the Birmingham
Conservatoire of Music.
Norman Law is another Scot who made the
move south to practice his art in the centre of
the brass-band world. Born in Allan,
Stirlingshire, Law became interested in music
through his father who played solo euphonium
with the local Alva Town Band. He started
playing trombone in the same band and
quickly progressed to the position of solo
trombone with the Alva Band the National
Youth Band of Scotland.
In 1972 he first came to England to live in
Kettering and play with the GUS Footwear
Band. By 1976 he had moved north to join
Fodens Motor Works Band but in 1980 joined
the Brighouse and Rastrick Band. When asked
to join the Black Dyke Mills Band in 1984 he
had no hesitation in accepting, and spent
many happy and highly successful years with
them. He retired from Black Dyke in 1991 to
concentrate on conducting, and was appointed
Resident Conductor with Sellers Engineering
Band in April 1993.
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