


New Zealand Symphony Orchestra

The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the country’s leading arts
organisation, is based in Wellington, but performs regularly throughout the
country. Formed in 1946, the orchestra was until 1988 part of the Broadcasting
Corporation of New Zealand, but thereafter has enjoyed independence as a
Crown Owned Entity, with a Board of Directors appointed by the
Government. The Chief Conductor, appointed in 1990, is Franz-Paul Decker.
Now with some ninety players, the orchestra gives some 120 concerts a year, in
addition to its work in the theatre and in television, broadcasting and
recording studios. Foreign tours include performance at the Seville Expo in
1992 with Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, one of a long line of distinguished musicians,
from Stravinsky to John Dankworth, who have appeared with the orchestra.

The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra acknowledges major funding
support from the New Zealand Government through the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs / Te Manatu Tikanga a Iwi.

Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra

The Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra has benefited considerably from the
work of its distinguished conductors. These include Vaclav Talich (1949 -
1952), Ludovit Rajter, Ladislav Slovdk and Libor Pesek. Zdénék Kosler also
had a long and distinguished association with the orchestra and conducted
many of its most successful recordings, among them the complete symphonies
of Dvorak.
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