some of the routines bear an uncanny similarity to better-known Brahms. The
brilliant contrary octaves of the A minor No. 29, for instance, clearly mirror Book
II/11 of the Paganini Variations/Studies (1862-63); while the finger-tripping
grace notes of No. 45 relate to the miolto staccato e leggiero passage of the Second
Ballade from Op. 10 (1854). “No longer exercises”, Heinrich Neuhaus believed,
“but almost intermezzi... full of delightful music”.
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